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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
EXAMINATION 
Ofa Sermon preached in Chenango, N. Y. 
by Josiah Keyes, ef the Kiethodist connexion, 
in vindication of the doctrine af the eternity 
of future punishment, by J. B. Suannon. 
This sermon was handed to me by the 


‘ 


| of which you speak? As an example in this 


== | sin and total depravity take off all the restraint 


$ 


case, suppose you have a refractory child,— 


| how could you lay any restraint upon its pas- 


friends of the impartial grace of God, and who | 


desired me to give it a candid examination.— 
Our brethren have no fear that the sermon 


will do any injury to the enlightened part of 


é@ommunity ; but to those wio have already 
been made to wander from hill to mountain, 
and to forget their resting place, it is to be 
feared it will do some injury. 


sions? Answer, no restraint could be laid on 
one who is totally depraved. Now, sir, as 
you would not punish your child for not doing 
good, if it were incapacitated or unable so to 
do, you would spare the red, which would 
‘remove all restraint from the passions’ of 
the child; should not the doctrine of total 
depravity ‘ be exploded,” admitting Mr.. K, 
to be the judge? But add to this, the doctrine 
of original sin, the manner in which God 
deals with man, on account of what Adam did 


| upwards of five (nearly six) thousand years 


In order to disprove. the geniiment of uni- | 


versal holiness and happinéss, Mr. K. pressed 
into his service, Isa. iii, last clause of the 


llth verse, which he also, of course, used to | 


subserve the cause of ceaseless wo. 
In Mr. K.’s preliminary remarks he says, 


“our sentiments produce corresponding in- | 


fluence on our lives and conduct.” 
friend K. what are ‘our’ (the Mecihodist’s) 
‘¢sentiments /” Do you answer, total depra- 
city? But what influence does this have on 
your life and conduct? I contess it would 


Well, ' 


appear, even to superficial observers, that some | 


ofour friends, when at camp-meetings, &c. 
act upon the principlé of total depravity, whe- 
ther they beligye it or not. ‘* A word to the 
wise is sufficjeng”’ 
_ Jieves in the edgimon doctrine of original sin. 
Now, let me ask, what is original sin? Mr. 


ago, together with the conduct of many of the 
present day, and I am certain that my reader, 
on a moment’s reflection, will say, that some 
men, at least, have greatly mistaken the right 
way, and in following the path dictated by the 
furious attributes of their imaginary Deity, 
they have “indulged in every vicious” agt 
thai wickedness could invent ! 

If God is angry, in the comaren séhse of 
that term, in order for us to be like God, (or 
godly, which is every man’s duty,) we must 
be sotoo! If God punishes the innocent in- 
stead of the guilty, so must we! If God pan- 
ished, or permitted to be punished, his inno 


| cent Son instead o! the guilty world, in order 


Again: our friend K. be- | 


to imitate the God we worship as nearly ag 
possible, we must imbrue our hands in the 


| blood of our innocent children, and let the 


K.’s answer will, no doubt, be, ‘the sin of | 


Adam.” 
of Adam’s sin? Will you not enswer in the 
undisguised sentiments of Methodism, that, 
as a consequence, God became infinitely in- 


Well, Mr. K. what were the effects | 


guilty go unpunished!!! I agree with Mr. 
K. that the doctrine which thus removes all 
restraint, and permits every lawless indul- 


| gence, ‘‘must be false, and should be explo- 


¢ensed with the first pair as also with their | 
| Episcopal Church, Mr. H. says, “ whatsoever 


whole progeny, and was moved by the impla 
cability of his wrath, to prepare an awful hell, 
in which to burn sinners throughout all future 
ages. 

Now, sir, in conjunction with the above 


| be believed as an article of faith, or be thou 
| requisite to salvation.” 


. * 5 } 
cited sentence, and the subjoined remarks, | 


look at the following, taken from p. 3d of your 
sermon—* Therefore, that sentiment which 
takes off all restraint from the passions, and 
gives full liberty to indulge in every vicious 
course, must be false, and should be exploded.” 
{ now appeal to the good sense of all men, and 
ask—does not the popular goctrine of original 


ded.” Soletitbe!! 
Again, speaking in reference to the Bible 
and quoting the Sth article of the Methodist 


is not read therein, nor may be proved there- 
by, is not required of any man, that it should 
ht 
If nothing but the Bi- 
ble is required as evidence in this case, why 


| does our author call up the opinions of the 


Mahometans, Josephus, and others to the 


| neglect of the scriptures. 


; 
| 
| 


-{ agree, Mr. K. to take the word of God as 
the grand criterion in the discussion at issue 5 
and shall, therefore, treat that part of your 
discourse which has, ‘* thes saith”? man for its 
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support with becoming neglect. But what- 
ever has ‘“‘ Thus saith the Lord” for its foun- 
dation, shall be treated as orthodox. - For I 
will not take the liberty to call any man an 
heretick, ior his doctrine heretical with ut 
reason and scripture for so doing. I will en- 
deavour to be as brief as possible and give the 
sermon a candid review. It will therefore be 
expected, that I shall give the sermon no far- 
ther attention, than to do justice to my oppo- 
Hent’s arguments. 
tm. K. states, and presumes no one wiil de 
‘ny, ‘that calamities and miseries of various 
kinds are t:e portion of the wicked in the pre- 
sent state of existence.”” He continues, * the 
point in question is, whether they. (the wick- 
¢.'\ will be eternally punished hereafter.” It 


is no where deciarea ».. the scriptures,that any 
than either has or will be eternally condemned. 


To say that any have been eternally miserable | 


is to say that eternal duration has come to an 
end—to say any will be is equaily absurd. ‘T’o 
say God has ever threatened man with any 
other punishment than he meantto inflict 1s to 
charge him with insincerity, and to say he 


not, and never will be able to accomplish.— 
Notwithstanding the word ‘ endless” is re- 
corded in sacred writ,.it is never used in con- 
nexion_ with the punishment of the wicked.— 
There are no words applied to the punishment 
cf the wicked, but such as have been applied 
to things that have long since ceased to exist. 
If this be true, (and none will deny it,) it 
appears to me that Mr. K, must have been 
possessed of much assurance to.stand up be- 
fore an enlightened congregation and boldly 
assert that the punishment of the wicked will 
be endiess. _I think Mr. K. ought first to hava 
shown that there will be those in existence to 
an endless eternity who will be wicked. But 
this he cannot do; for the Bible declares there 
will be atime when “all that do wickedly 
shall be burned up,” that neither root nor 
branch shall be left unconsumed. Certainly, 
after the fulfilment of this prediction, there 
will be no punishment, as there will be no 
wicked to punish. 

I shall now endeavour to prove, that the 
holy Prophets did not intend to convey an 


| idea that any being will be endlessly lost; 


means to afflict man with endless punishment, | 
is to presume, that God intends to do what is | 


? 


impossible in the nature of things ! ! 

But ‘*¢to the law and the testimony ;” if my 
opponent speak not according to this word, it 
is because there is nolight inhim. It seems, 
then, Mr. K. believes that miseries, &c. * are 


the portion of the wicked in this life’ !! Per- | 


mit me here to ask, sir, do you think God will 
visit the wicked with CALAMITILES and 
MISERIES in THIS LIF £, and punish them 
for the same in the next ? Would this be jus- 
tice 1 It would seem not. 
chastise man enough here, why punish: him 
hereatter. 
God to ‘recompense the righteous in the 
earth much more, the wicked and the sinner,” 
why should any part of his “‘ calamity” be re- 
served for a future world 1 

It would surprise us if the legislature of the 
State of New York should enact a law, that 
that every murderer should receive the pre 
lude of his punishment in America, and be 
transported to Europe to complete huis destiny. 
This is the way, however, in which Mr. K. 
supposes God’s judgements are poured out up- 
on, offending man! For he argues, that calami- 
ties and miseries of various kinds are the por- 
tion of the wicked in the present state of ex- 
istence, yet, that these same miserable beings 
will. be tortured to the wasteless ages of eter 
nity besides!!! Mr. K. says ‘the question 
is whether they (the wicked) will be eternally 
punished hereafter. Here some deny, but 
we affirm. To establish this point, we shall 
prove, Ist. Some sinners do die in their sins. 
2d. They will be doomed to punishment 
3d. Their punishment wil! be endless.”’ 


Tthptk Mr. K. Yas undertaken witat he has 


if God does not | 


i 


| 





: . | ples of action called trut! srrour, 
If it be the will and purpose of | ples of action called truth and errour 


afier which I shal! attend toa more particular 
examination of Mr. K.’s production. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
ee 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADAOCATE: 

Sir :—The insertion of my communication, 
signed W. A. argues favourably respecting your 
ltberality and sincerity.— Your reply seems to 
invite an answer for two reasons; one is self- 
defence, this being the strongest law of nature. 
We are all urged to it, as circumstances will 
admit ; and this is not only true of animated 
creation, but it is also true, of those princi- 
What- 
ever of truth or errour there may be in our 
minds, an effort will be made by either to 
maintain its existence. 

When truth presents itself to the mind, it 
doth not make many promises, and repre- 
sentations, nor use flattery or disguise; but 
if admitted, it proves to the happiness of its 
occupant that it isa doer more than a pro- 
miscr. But it is not so with errour; it pre- 
sents itself wth many promises, false repre- 
sentations, and useth much flattery; and if 
it cannot guin admitance this way, it will use 
disguise, put on the garb of truth, and employ 
al] the terms and names that belong to truth ; 
and by this latter means it has wonderful suc- 
cess in the religious world at the present day. 

The operaticn of truth on the mind, brings 
that mind to asimple and friendly condition, 
and makes it very easy of access ; for truth is 
not naturally afraid of any thing. It is not 
so with errour, for that creates a jealousy in 
the mind, and renders it difficult of access; 
and being naturally afraid, it leads mankind to 
the adoption of rules and regulations for its 
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defence, hat truth may be kept ata distance 
and from soaking an attack upon it. For it 
knows its weakness and insufficiency when 
brought in contact with truth; hence, I con- 
clude that the regulations of the various reli- 


gious sects, so far as they deny liberty of 


speech in their religious meetings, are the 
result of errour. That fear of a liberty, which 
is equal between man and man, is most cer 
tainly the result of crrour in its operation on 
the mind. Truth leads to liberty and equali 


ty ; but errour ison full drive to classify man- | 


kind into orders and degrees, superiour and 


with profusion on the one hand. but dises- 
teem, negligence and contempt on the other. 
When I see that the rules and regulations of 
the various religious societies partake so much 
of the nature and principles of errour, I can- 
not refrain from the conclusion that they are 
all gone astray, and each one hath turned to 
itsown way; but to return.— 

Another reason for answering your reply, 
Is, that many) of your sayings or sentences, 
would lead me, in my remarks upon them, to 
a developement of my views or reasons, why 


I conclude that the Universalist priests, along | 
! ing to the common or popular acceptation of the term 


with many others, are now making merchan- 
dize of the people, and are*seeking to do so 
more and more. 

Whether a controversy on this subject is 
suitable for the columns of the Advocate, I 
must Jeave you to determine. If the Advo- 
cate is principally designed to illustrate and 
disseminate the doctrine called Universalism, 
1 wish not to divert, or throw any obstacle in 
your way in such an undertaking ; for it may 
be that a contest about doctrine, and managed 
too, on the same principles of pioceeding, as 
those cf your opponents, may lead the way to 
a more liberal religious dispensation. 
the columns ofthe Advocate are open for a 
discussion of subjects relative to the means 
or modes of proceeding, best calculated for 
finding and promoting true religion, I should 
be very glad, as occasion may require, and 
circumstances permit, to assist or engage in 
such discussion. W. Anprews. 

{ To be continued.) 

W. Andrews. has liberty to proceed, and will be at- 
tendedto, as soon as we are favoured with a conclusion 
to,his article. We hope, as our columns are much 


crowded at present, he will use great plainness of 


speech and brevity with all. Ep, 








FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Mr. Editor :—Several Universalists with 
whom I am conversant often urge to me the 
doctrines of fate, or atcording to the old 
Westminster, ‘that **God has foreordained 
Whatsoever comes to pass ;” aud at the same 
time urge the accountability of man to his 
Maker for what he docs. Now, how to recon- 


But if 





a a a 





| cile both these ideas, I am at no small loss.—.- 
| Will you, or some of your correspondents try 
| to relieve my mind? Universalists inform me 


that sin and misery are inseperably connected. 
By this I understand that man is punished for 
his sins; but, sir, admitting the doctrine of 
fate, why is he punished at all on the princi- 
ple of justice ? and what constitutes sin? By 
giving an answer to the above in your paper, 
you will oblige Asa. 
REPLY. 
It has long been a question with theologians how 


far ibe predetermination of God has an influence u 
é ; j far tt B 
inferiour, dealing out honours and privileges ae 


the freedom of mankind, For one; the writer of this 
article believes that God controls all the events of the 
universe. Yet, that man is free, in a certain sense, is 
quite evident from the fact that we feel condemned 
or justified for every act we perform. The Calvinist, 
as weil as the Armenian, belicves that man is a moral 
agent, notwithstanding God hath predestinated what- 
soever cometh to pass. As to the particular mode of 
urriving at this conclusion, viz. that man is a free 
moral agent, we conceive it a matter of little conse- 
quence ;—for an assent of the mind to the propgsition, 
43 enough to answer all useful purposes. 

The idea that man is punished for his sins, accord- 


punishment, we conceive to be entirely erroneous.— 
It is generally believed that God punishes because he 
is vexed with the offender. But in fact, the term 
punishment signifies correction or chastisement for the 
benefit of the one punished. Hence, punishment itself 
is an act of mercy, inasmuch as the object in view is 
the reformation of the offender. On this ground it 
would be consistent with every principle of justice, 
to suppose that God works in us both to will and to 
do.of his own good pleasure, and yet punishes us for 
certain actions. 

Sin and misery are insepetably Connected. This 
fact will be udmitted by every che wlio has known 
transgression. But the misery connected with sin 
may be permitted to exist for wise and benevolent pur- 
poses, even admitting that God predestinates the 
means as weil as the end. 

Sin is a tranegressidn of the law of the understand- 
ing, and cannot exist where there is no law; neither 
cun it be committed where there is no freedom to act. 

The foregoing is not intended as a full reply to Asa, 
but it is given with a view to elicit farther remarks 
from some of our correspondents. We should like to 
reccive a well written essay upon the subject. 

er] 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
To Rey. D.C. Eansina, or Ausurn, N. Y. 

Sir—Having heard you spoken of as a gen- 
tlemen of science, and of commanding ad- 
dress, curiosity led me to aticud yout lecture 
on Wednesday evening of the 104 inst. to test 
the truth of the representation... Of your 77 
ence, or your eloquence [ have nothing to re. 
mark ; bot lam ynwilling to pass without nt» 
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tice certain observations made by you at the 
time, which 1 was unprepared to expect. It 
appears a principle object in the present day 
to secure the glory of God at the hazard and 
expence of every other*consideration, even if 
christianity itself suffer by the means! I will 
not charge you, sir, with wilfully turning your 
hand against the Christian scriptures, because 
I charitably think such was not your design. 

ut from your remarks, | shall take the liberty 
of suggesting to youa different ticajment to- 
wards your neighbours who are willing to glo- 
rify God by testifying the truth. 

1. Ina clumsy attempt, no doubt to re- 
proach the faith of Universatists, as you have 
spoken from the same text more than once 
in 


tent, you alluded to a sect whose doctrines | 


were not counteranced by scripture nor com- 
mon sense, and whom the Apostle denominat- 
ed “dogs!!” By this you would probably be 
understood, that such in your dignified estima- 
tion are infidels ! 

2. In addressing yourself directly to your 
‘« brethren,” you charged them, and included 
yourself, with “amazing infidelity! !” and, 

3. You ackuowledged a part of it before 
you ended your performance on that evening. 
For in speaking of Paul’s vision while on his 
‘way to Damascus, you said you had but /étle 
doubt that Paul saw Jesus at the time! and 
repeated it twice orthries. * But little doubt” ! 
Then, sir, it appears you have some doubt on 
the subject! Now be it remembered, that, 
while speaking of that event, 1 Cor. xv. &, 
the Apostle says, “* and last of ali he wassern 
or me atso” But of this, sir, you appeared 
‘to have Some doubt! What shall the publick 
anake of this, but evidence of the second par- 
‘ticular above 7 But it may be objected, that 
*¢Paul saw him only by an eye of faith’—I 
reply; he saw him in the same sense in which 
he was seen by Cephas, the “ twelve,” the “five 
hundred,” James and “the Apostles,” verses 
6—7, as we have nonotice to the contrary. 
Besides, if Paul meant only, that it was by 
faith, that Jesus had been seen, by those above 
mentioned, he might have swelled the number 
to three, and even to five thousand, who by 
faith had seen Jesus. 

Yours, &c. 
SCR ene 
REMARES 
ON 1ST KINGS, XVIII. 21, 
BY N. DOOLITTLE. 
NO. 1. 

Man is naturally a religious being. When 
the faculties of his soul have ripened to ma- 
turity ;—when he beholds the glory and the 
splendour of the heavens, and views with ad- 
miration the sublimity, the grandeur, and 
beauty of Nature’s works; he feels a propen- 
city to adore that Supreme Architect, who, 


R. 





this Village with that unhallowed in- | 





with infinite skill, marked out the planets’ 
course, and reared the pillars of the tiniverse. 
Mankind, in every age of the world; lave 
had some religious object of adoration; and 
all have aspired to the worship of the only 
living and true God. But man in his earthly 
nature, 19 an imperfect, fallible being, liable 
to err, and has become deceived relative to 
the true object of religious homage. Mankind, 
in their blindness and ignorance, have framed 
to themselves gods of their own imaginations, 
and have bowed down and worshipped before 
them. Hence, there has been, from the ear- 
hiest ages of the world, false gods,—imagmary 
deities, or tie work of men’s hands in con- 
tradistinction to the only living and true God. 

If we turn over the pages of history, and 
| look back to aneijent times, we shall find that 





| then, as well as at the present day, mankind 
had a variety of gods; and in order to se- 
cure their popularity, they have given them 
the appellation belonging to the Most High. 
Bat there is 4 far greater difference between 
the most perfect of false gods ever invented by 
the mind of mortal man, and the God of hea- 
ven, than there is betwixt the darkness of 
midnight, and the resplendent lustre of the 
sun at uoon day. Here 1 will lay down a 
criterion by which you may ever distinguish 
a false irom the true God. 

There never was 4 false god, the production 
of man’s invention, but what was represented 
by his worshippers as possessed of a like dis- 
position, or subject to the same passions as 
themselves; as hard of heart, cruel and un- 
merciful: ‘Gods partial, changeful, passionate, 
unjust.’ As there have been false gods in 
every age of the world, so there have been 
false prophets or teachers among their wor- - 
shippers, whose time and talents have been 
devoted to the service of their god. And in 
order to find false teachers and those who 
worship a false god we need not go to heathen 
countries or to the islands of the sea, for we 
can find them in our own enlightened land : 
they are near at home even at our doors. But, 
says the candid reader with surprize ;—the 
writer would not desire us to believe, that 
here in this Christian land where the light of 
the gospel shines, there are those profess- 
ing to be Christians, who knowingly and will- 
ingly would worship a false God. No, charity 
constrains us to say that we do not believe 
| there is any one professing Christianity, who 
| knowingly would worship or belteve in a 
| false god, in’preference to the érue. But many 

have become deceived, for I bear them record 
| that they havea zeal, but it is not according 
| to knowledge. Through the beguiling influ- 
| ence of false teachers, many have been led 
astray, as we hereafter design to show. We 
shall now lay down a few principles by which 
you may know these false prophets from the 
prophets of the Most High. 
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1. You may distinguish these false prophets 
from the true watchmen in Zion, by their 
numbers. False prophets in every agé have 
been more numerous than the true prophets 


of God. Inthe days of Elijah, the prophets 
of Baal were four hundred and fifty, while he 


nly stood as a prophet of the Lord. And I am ! 


firmly of the opinion, that was there a census 
taken of all the prophets, the true ones would 
be found to be no more in proportion to the 
false than one to four hundred and fifty at the 
present day. There are certain factories 
established in this land of freedom, from 
whence they issue, as the frogs were 

do in old time ftom the rivers and fish 
of Egypt; and come up into our houses and 
villages, bringing along with them fiery pesti- 
lence, arrows and death. ‘Tlie wrue prophets 
und apostles of God, prophesied of these days, 
and foretold of the coming of these deceivers, 
and warned their brethren of their approach. 
St. Paul informed Timothy that the time 
would come when they would not endure 


19D 


yont 


onds 


sound doctrine ; but would heap up to them- | 
who | 


selves teachers having itching ears, 
should turn them away from the truth: More- 
over, he tells us that their coming should be 
after the working of Satan, with all power, 
ahd signs, and lying wonders, and with all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness. ‘The apos- 
tle Peter told his brethren that they would 
privily bring in damnable heresies, even deny- 
ing the Lord that bought them; that many 
should follow their pernicious ways, by reason 
of which the way of truth should be evil spoken 
of. Isaiah pronounces a woe upon them ;— 
because they cal! good evil, and evil good ; 
they put light for darkness, and darkness for 
light ; bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter. 
Ezekiel declares that the Lord shall deliver 
his people out of their hands; because they 
make the hearts of the righteous sad with lies. 
That this is the case we shall hereafter make 
appear. From the striking and correct account 
which the apostle Peter gave of those false 
teachers that were coming among his breth- 
ren, we find that they bore a very near 
resemblance to those who are scattered up and 
down in our land atthe present day. He 





| 
| 


societies, and others too numerous fo mention ; 
we cease to wonder that the apostle, in pros- 
pect oftheir coming, should declare that they 
would have hearts exercised “With covetous 
practices, and would follow after Baalam who 
loved the wages of unrighteousness. When 
we take into consideration that artful and 
intriguing course of management by which 
they sometimes set whole towns and villages 
in an uproar; and notice that subtle and be- 
guiling influence by which they enter houses 

ading away women and children after them: 
well might Peter represent them as ‘guing 
about and beguiling unstable souls, and com- 
pare them to clouds driven about by a tempest. 

We shail now proceed to show the jight in 
which these deceivers, or wolves in sheep's 
clothing, represent the character of their false 
god to their deluded followers. Here { shalt 
be entirely confined to the account which his 
worshippers give of his attributes, plans and 
designs, because his character is not described 
in the volume of revelatiou, neither does it 
shine forth iu the-works of nature. 

They say that he is possessed of infinite 


| Wisdom, Power, and Goodness; yet they re- 


present him as a cruel, partial and malignant 
being in his conduct towards his creatures.— 
‘Those who pretend that they have received a 
commission from him, to make known his 
counsel and will to his offspring, iuform us 
that he created the earth and placed mankind 


| upon it; and in consequence of the first man’s 


| eous displeasure furever. 


sin and disobedience to the injunction of his 
Creator, the whole human race have beceme 
involved in corruption; that this corruption 
extends so wide and deep over the soul, that 
it has become totally depraved, destitute of 
every prineiple of goodyess, wholly unable to 
turn to God, or to perform one good work ac~ 
ceptable to him, end is exposed to his right+ 
But it is said that 
their God, anticipating the forlorn condition 
of his offspring, aud foreseeing this dreadful 
catastrophe, predestinated a portion of them to 
everlasting life for his own glory without the 
least foresight of faith or good works; and 


‘that the rest he was pleased to pass by and 


declares thut these deceivers are presumptu- | 
ous apd self-willed, and represents them as | 
clouds that are driven about by a tempest, . 


going about and beguiling unstable souls, 
having a heart which they have exercised 
with covetous practices, following the way of 
Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved'the wages 
of unrighteousness. 

When we look abroad in the world, and 
view that eagerness of desire which a certain 
class of men manifest for that treasure, the 
love of which St. Paul calls the root of all evil ; 
and witness the plans projected for the accom- 
plishment of their purposes by the establish- 
ment of Mite societies, Cent societies, Rag-bag 





ordain to everlasting dishonour and wrath, to 
the praise of his vindietive justice.* Thas, 
reader, you perceive that they represent their 
God as crue] and unmerciful to the highest de- 
gree. But why this partiality ? why this cru- 


' elty? were not all. in the same condition ?— 


were not all equally entitied to his favour? 
Supposing that one of the children of men 


| possessing ability, should conduct like this; 


would you not consider him as a monster in 
human shape? Suppose a parent’s children 
should become disobedient to his commands, 
and should go so far from home as to become 
lost and ignorant of the way back. After 


| wandering about for a while, they at last set 





*See Calvin's Five Points. 
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down to perish with hunger. ‘The parent pur- 
sues after them and finds them. The children 
in transport raise their. hands,, and, in accenis 
of joy hail him as their deliverer; but the 
parent tells them, that for his own glory, it is 
his determination to take only a part of them 
from the wilderness to his home of plenty, and 
leave the rest to perish with hunger, or to be 
devoured by wild beasts. Is there a parent in 
the wide world who would. conduct like this ? 
ifso, would he not be exterminated from the 
earth, as undeserving of the name? Yet these 
false prophets represent the God whom they 
worship as conducting in the same cruel and 
partial manner. But this is not all. The 
worst is yet to come. 


They tell us that this omnipotent being | 
whom they presume to style the Lord Most | 


High, has prepared a lake of fire and brim- 
stone in the unseen world, into which he will 
finally cast a great portion of his creatures— 
there to be tormented while the ages of eter 

nity shall continue to roll their ceaseless 
rounds. There; parents wall behold their 
children, and children their parents, groaning 
in «miseries that will never end. There, the 
meeting of friends was never known, nor one 
sound of pity ever heard. There, no gleam 
of Lope will ever come. There, no soft hand 
will wipe.away their tears. There, the most 
piercing cries and earnest entreaties for mer- 
cy will avail them nought, but will die away 
unheard along the battlements of heaven.— 
While those who are so fortunate as to be ad 

mitted to the regions of blessedness will look 
down and behold those who were connected 
with them by the most endearing ties, while 
on earth, groaning im the pains of everlasting 
death ; the sight of which will not inspire one 
emotion of sorrow’or tender compassion, but 
induce them to raise a higher song of glory 
to that being who thus cruelly separated them 
furever. Alas! what Godisthis! Is this a 
God of justice? Is there such an infinite 
difference between the most vicious and most 
virtuous of the children of men, that the one 
part merit such a fate? Can this be the God 
of heaven, of whose impartial goodness we be 

hold ten thousand evidences all around us ? 
Has he, unasked, brought beings into exist- 
ence, witha determination that they should be 
endlessly losers by their existence? Will he 
thus dispose of his creatures, eventually con- 
signing a part to interminable wretchedness 
and woe; and admitting the remainder to 
mansions of eternal happiness and peace ?— 
“ Of ‘horrid things this is the most horrid ! 
stupendous! highly strange! O! tell it not 
ye stars, and thou, pale moon, turn paler 
at the sound!” Surely this can be none other 
than a false God, the phantom of errour, or 
the production of a disordered imagination. 


(To BE CONTINUED.) 








ADVOCATH AND INVESTIGATOR. 


‘¢ FARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.”” 











7 By some strange fatality the Albany Christian 
Register containing the article, an‘exumination of 
which appeared in our lust number, has been mislaid 
and lest. This will prevent a conclusion of the urti- 
cle until another can be obtained. Wehave endea- 
voured to procure one, but have not been able to 
find it, and therefore respectfully request the Editor 
of the Register to forward a copy. Should he conde- 
scend to comply with this request, the favour shall be 


duly acknowledged and cheerfully reciprocated should 





| an Opportunity present. Ep. Gos. Apv. 
| orm 
HUMILITY. 
Humility is a virtue of the highest order. It was 


expressly enjoined upon the primitive disciples of our 
Lord, by their divine Master ; and it is recommended 
by all good men, asa distinguishing trait in the char- 
acter of the truly religious. Without this virtue, the 
professor, however devout he may appear, is hke 
sounding brass: For this Christian principle consti. 


tutes the source of almost every other god-like affec. 


tion of-the heart. This’ virtue is so important, and 
so universally acknowledged to be an essential quali- 
fication of the Christian, that it would be strange in- 
deed if it had not been counterfeited by many. 

Those who assume the appearance of humility 
without possessing it, are not to be found among the 
We must look for 
And, 
perhaps, could we read the hearts of religionists, we 
should find the least of real humility where the most 


openly profane and irréligious, 
them among those who profess Christianity. 


is assumed. 
We have known certain persons, who pretended {o 
be very hamble, who would be offended to be told 





that their neighbours were as likely to be saved as 
themselves! Now, an apostle commands us to esteem 
all others better than ourselves; and how can a man 


be humble who thinks that thousands will be end- 


lessly miserable for the wantof that grace which, he 
povsesses himself? 

When we hear persons declaim against the doctrine 
of divine and impertial benevolence, we cannot avoid 


the conclusion that the pride of their bearts has never 
been subdued ; or in other words, that they are desti- 
tute of the humility required by the gospel. For if 
we are truly humble and contrite of heart, we shall 
be as willing that all should be saved, as we are to be 


saved ourselves ; nay, we shall think, and verily be- 
| lieve, that all others will be saved if we are ourselves. 
The idea, therefore, that the doctrine of partini 
grace is calculated to humble the sow), and ineulcate 
| humility, isnot sustained by any thing like reason—- 
much less by the scriptures. In fact, it is our honest 
opinion, that the doctrine of endless misery hus ‘been 
the cause of more urrogatice, spiritual pride, and ‘hy- 
| pocricy, than all other doctrines put together. 
We appeal to facts :—-Do we find an unesmmeon 
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share of humility among the popular sects of the day ? 
Are the devotees of modern orthodoxy more @isposed 
than others to deny. themselves,.take up their cross, 
and follow Christ? Are they less extravagant in 
dress—less anxious to be sought after—less disposed 
to take the bighest seats, than others? We think not. 
And, although we have attentively observed, for seve- 
ral years, the conduct of the professors of the varicus 
denominations of Christians. we have not yet ascer- 
tained, that humility is confined to the ranks of those 
who say most about their own devotedness to the 
cause of Christ. 

Humility wili be found wherever charity exists in 
the heart ; and is evinced by those who are willing to 
labour and suffer reproach for trusting in God the Sa- 
if you would cherish 


viour of all Reader: 


this brightest of the Christian virtues, you will esteem 


men, 


ull others as being the objects of God's regard ; and 
you will never be heard to say that “if every body 


goes to heaven, you wont ! Ep. 








DEDICATION OF CHILDREN, 

The practice of dedicaling children to the Lord 
Jesus, as it exists in most of our churches and societies 
in the New-England states, is perhaps as solemn and 
interesting as any ceremony ever performed by man, 


t¢ 
iu 


In recommending the custom 
faith, we present an outline of the ceremony, 


lows :— 





| in Ridgefield, 


he exclaimed, ** You are magicians, and now 
see how you take towns; that thing, (poiming 
to the telescope,) be they ever so far off, brings 
them as near as you like.” We were much a- 
mused with his simplicity, but no arguments 
could preva}! on him to receive such a |’sson 
on optics as might dispel his delusion in sup- 
posing us to be adepts in the black art. ’ 
[Sketches of Persia. 











A distressing accident happened on Wednesday last 
Mr. Daniel Hamilton, with his sister, 
Mrs. Standart, and her child, were riding in a one horse 
waggon along the high bank of Huron river, near the 
Village of Monroeville, when by some means, the horse, 
wagon and all were precipitated over the bank, and 
fell tu the boitom—a distance of about forty feet.— 
Mrs. Standart had her jaw broken, and her thigh so 
entirely shattered to pieces that tragments of the bone 
were foreed, not only through the skin, but through 


| her clothing; and we have been informed that one 


» the brethren of our | 
It fol- | 


«© We dedicate thee to Him, to whom thou | 


properly belongest, to be Baptized with his 
Baptism, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son. and of the Holy Spirit; and we pro 
nounce upon thee, that blessing, which he 


sommanded his ministers, Moses, Aaran and | 


his sons, to pronounce upon his people, saying | i 
ie 2 Franklin Institute, was. well attend y . 
—The Lord bless thee and keep thee, the | °¥ the Franklin Institute, was. well attended. yeqter 


Lord make his face to shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up lis 
countenance upon thee, and give thee Peace— 
Amen.” 


Arabian notions of the English.—Soon after 
our arrival at Muscat we were visited by men 
of all nations and colours. 1 was principally 
attracted by the appearance. and manners, of 
some Arabs from the interior, who were 
brought on board by their countrymen to see 
an English ship of-war. ‘Their figures were 
light and elastic, their countenance expressed 
quickness and energy. ‘The most remarkable 
of thei features were their dark rolliag eyes, 
which perhaps struck me more from their wan- 
dering rapidly from one object to another, glis 
tening with wonder at all they saw. A good 
telescope happened to be placed so as to givea 
complete view of one of the farthest f riifica- 
tions. I calledan Arab to look through it, 
and he did so for about a minute. then gazed 
with the most eager at ention atm , and with- 
out saying a word, dashed over the ship’s side. 
When the boat tie was in got toa little distance, 





piece, about (wo inches long, was found sticking in the 
log against which she was throw. The injary she 
has sustained isso great, that ix is feared she cannot 
long survive. Mr. Hamilton was considerably, though 
we believe not dangerously hurt. The child eseaped 
with but slight injury.. The horse was kitted, but the 
wagon was net much broken.—Sandusky Clarion. 
}— | 
New Bedford.—This town is now in a very flourish- 
ing condition. It has, we believe, about 160 vessels 
‘mployed in the whale fishery, in which, as well as in 
other commercial pursuits, 2 great amount of capital 
s profitably mvesied, giving employment to more 
than two thousandseamen. ‘The towrcenptains nearly 
6090 inhabitants, among which are a greater propor- 
tion of wealthy individuals, than probably in any other 
place of the same ex tent, in the Union.— Prov. ..mer. 
sm 





The annual exhibition o:1 domestic manufactures 


day. There are many beautiful specimens. The 
porcelain made in this city, the cut glass, straw and 
leghern bonnets, coal grates, cloths, flannels, and nu-, 
merous other articles, cannot fail to gratify the patri- 
otisn of every American. We have not space to give 


| a particular account of the different articles to-day.— 


Phila. Aurora. 

a 

It appears from a publication in the Baltimore A- 

merican, that a vessel peculiarly adapted to the ser- 
vice, is about to be built inthat port, by Mr. Jumes 
Beacham, if one suitable for the purpose cannot be 
purchased,) in which Mr. Reynolds und his associates 
are to undertake the Antarctic Expedition, It 1s added 
that the funds necessary for the purpose are nearly 
realized, 

fied Bk 





Tue Eim Tree.—We are informed it is in con- 
templation to erect a stone, or some lasting memorial, 
with a suitable inscription, upon the”spet upon which 
the ** Great Elm” stood. Our readers are aware we 
allude to the venerable elm tree ander which the im- 
portant treaty between Wilham Penn and the Indians 
in 1632. was held, The plan of commemorating this 
interestia, event, upon the spot where the transaction 
took place, is happily conceived.—Penn. Gasette. 

ed 





Sudden Death.— James H. Gregory, a young 
man. who had recently purchased a farm in 


| the west part of this town, was killed on the 
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afternoon of the 4th inst. ing a falling tree.— 
He left his boarding-house after dinner, and 
went into the woods to his work, and was found 
dead an hour afterwards. I"rom the situa- 
tion in which he was found, it appeared that in 
felling a tree, it had struck upon another, and 
been thrown off the stump in a different direc- 
tion from what he had anticipated, striking 
him so violently as to produce immediate death. 
Lockport Observatory. 


Mammoth Beet.—As accounts of the extra- 
ordinary productions of the vegetable kingdom 
are daily going the rounds of the newspapers, 
we publish the following as a match for any of 
them. Raised by Col. Magher, in this village, 
a Beet measuring twenty-two and a half inches 
in cir cumference, and weighing seven pounds 
and fourtcén ounces’ It was planted late in 
the season, was of the common turnip kind, 
and perfectly sound and well formed.—-Cher- 
ry ValleyGaz. 


Introduction of forcign Sheep into Russia.— 
The Emperor of Russia has appropriated the 
sum of one hundred thousand roubles in the 
form of a Joan for several years, to the object 
of improving and enlarging the breeds of sheep 
in hisdominions. This amount is to be placed 
at the disposal of the proprietors of Courland 
and Esthonia, for the term of 18 years, to be 
then reimbursed without interest. Markets 
for wool had been established at Riga and Li- 
bau.-~V. Y. Daily Advertiser. 

jn] 

Letters from Gibraltar, dated on the 8th of last 
month, mention that heavy rains had set in, on the 5th 
and that letters from Malaga, of the same date, announ- 














Poetics Depavturent. 








{from the London Etectrick Review.] 
SACRED LYRICK. 
By James Edmeston, London, 
Where can [ gofrom Thee! 
All-present Deity ! 
Nature, and Time, and Thought, thine impress bear; 
Through earth, or sea, or sky, 
Though far aiar !—I fly, 
T turn, and find Thee present with me there. 


The perfume of the rose, 
And every flower that blows, 
All mark thy love, in clusters of the vale ; 
The corn that crowns the fields, 
The fruits the garden yields, 
Proclaim the bounties t that can never fel 


The vapour and the cloud, 
The thander bursting loud, 


} Speak of thy majesty in words of flame 4 


ced that half the crop of fruit was on the ground, dry- | 


ing, and would be entirely destroyed. 
twas aitticipated. 
secured. 


— 
MARLO D. 

In this village, on the 12th inst. by the Editor of 
this paper, Mr. Dover Ass, of Orleans, te 
Miss Many Hreparp, of Scipio. 

On the 13th imst. by the same, Mr. Wor. L. Reuse, 
Pastor of the Universalist, Society in. West-Mendon, 
Monroe county, to Miss SARAM SATTERLER, danghter 
to the Jate Hon. Wa. SarTERLEE of Sempronius. 

In Sempronius, on the 11th inst. by the Rey. Mr. 
McNeal, Mr.Jawes Brinker norrto Miss CnaniPy 
Brant, daughter of David Bradt, all of Sempronius. 

In Marcellus, on the 7thinst. by Eld.{. Whitnall, Mr. 
Norman Caaprx.t to Miss Many Ann McCavsey. 

: ereesaee ss 


DIED, on the 27th ult. in the 36th year of her age, 
Susaywan, wife of Eli Stone, of this village, leaving a 
husband and two children to lament her loss. 

She was perfectly reconciled,and on reviewing her 
former life and sentiments, became convinced of the 
inefficacy of all external forms and ceremonies, and 
that her confidence rested on an inward redemption, 








Great distress | 
A small portion of the crop had been | 


The ocean as it roars, 
Lashing the rocks and shores, 
Declares from what a mighty hand it came. 


The vasty globes that roll, 
Each on its own firm poie, 
Through all the boundless fieids of space alone, 
*P rove that indeed Thou art 
The life-wheel and the heart, 
Of systems to our little world unknown, 


From Thee I cannot fly ; 
Thine all-observing eye, 
Marks the minutest atom of thy reign ; 
How far so e’er | go, 
Thou ali my path wouldst know, 
And bring the wanderer to this earth again 


But why should I depart ? 
*Tis safety where ‘Thou art ; 


| And e6uld one spot thy being hold, 





independent of all worldly considerations, founded as | 


she believed on the pure principle of divine love. 
[Communicated. 
At Marcellus,on the 6th inst. Amita, third daugh- 
ter of Hiram and Cynthia Earl. 


I, poor, and vain, and weak, 
That sacred spot would seek, 
And @well within the shelter of Thy fold. 
mersTie: = 





IMITATION OF SERVIAN POETRY; 


The maiden turn’d her head away— 

* You'll have no kiss from me to-day.” 
“ And why to-day, love, must I see 
The roses bloom and not for me?” 
Tears filied the maiden’s raven eyes~ 
“ 'The lightly won you lightly prize; 
To make you prize the kist you gain, 
It must be won by toil and pain; 
Andseldom, too; sostill I say, 

You'll have no kiss from me to-day.” 
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